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Canadian Pair Skaters Won In 2002! 
 

 
During the 2002 Winter Olympics, the Canadian pair skaters, David 
Pelletier and Jame Sale, became silver medalists after their 
competition. Many felt they should have won the gold after their 
flawless performance in the long skate competition. The competition 
was very close, but the judges awarded the gold medal to the Russian 
team of Anton Sikharulidze and Elena Berezhnaya. The Chinese team 
won the bronze medal. The Russians, while skating well, did have an 
error in their program. The crowd chanted, "Six, Six," after the 
Canadian team finished. Clearly, the crowd thought the Canadian team 
had won the gold medal. 
Figure skating is judged on technical merit and style. Unlike some 
competitions that are based on time, judges must decide who wins by 
the difficulty of the skater's program, and how well they perform it. 
After many years of practice and skating a perfect performance, it was 
disappointing for the Canadian team to come in second place. 
“When you skate your best and come in second, it is difficult,” said 
Jame Sale. 
“That’s the way it is. If I didn’t want this to happen to me, I would have 
gone downhill on skis," stated Pelletier, who was near tears. 
A few days later the judges awarded the Canadian team a gold medal! 
The Committee decided that the French judge did not act properly. The 
Canadian team shares the gold with Russia. 
Winning a silver medal is an accomplishment many will never achieve. 
Why do you think Sale and Pelletier were disappointed? What do you 
think about how figure skating is judged? 
 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 
 
Name_________________________Date____________ 
 
1. The winner of an Olympic competition wins a 
a. silver medal. 
b. gold medal. 
c. bronze medal. 
d. blue medal. 
 
2. The Canadian pair skaters 
a. made no mistakes in their performance. 
b. shared the gold medal with Russia. 
c. felt they skated their best. 
d. all the above. 
 
3. Which of these statements is an opinion? 
a. The Russian team won the gold medal. 
b. The Canadian team skated in the Olympics. 
c. The Canadian team are the best skaters. 
d. The Chinese team came in third place. 
 
4. This article was written to 
a. inform. 
b. persuade. 
c. entertain. 
c. teach you how to skate. 
 
5. Sale and Pelletier 
a. were disappointed in themselves. 
b. thought the judges were fair. 
c. were first awarded the silver medal. 
d. none of the above 
 
6. "If I didn’t want this to happen to me, I would have gone downhill on 
skis." What do you think Pelletier meant by this statement? 
a. He should be a skier. 
b. Downhill skiing is a better sport. 
c. He should never have been a pair skater. 
d. None of the above. 
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