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“Joseph had a little overcoat.” 
 
Circle the nouns. Underline the verbs. 

How many words in this sentence? ___________ 

How much can you know about this book from the first sentence? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

What kind of book do you think it will be (mystery? fantasy?) Why do you think 

so? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you think this book will be about?  
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Based on the first sentence, would you like to read this book? Why? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Write your own short story, using the first line from Joseph Had a Little 
Overcoat (written and illustrated by Simms Taback*) as your beginning. 
Draw a picture to go with your story.  
 
“Joseph had a little overcoat.” 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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