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WRITING AN ESSAY: THE BASICS 
 
Answer the following questions. They will help you organize your 
essay.  

What is the topic of your essay? 

_______________________________________________________ 

Why are you writing this essay? (to inform, to entertain, to persuade, 
etc.) 

_______________________________________________________ 

List several key facts that you want to cover in this essay. 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

What do you want the readers of this essay to think about or to have 
learned? 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Read over this paper and write your essay. 


