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Vocabulary 
 

Chapter 1 
 

1. RICKETY 
Lemony Snicket says it means: _____________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

The dictionary definition is: 
a. likely to fall apart 
b. like a tennis racket 
c. a trolley 
d. named after Richard 

 
2. PERISHED 

According to Lemony Snicket, it means: ______________________________ 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

According to the dictionary, another way to say it would be: 
a. burned up in a fire 
b. went sour 
c. died 
d. felt very ill 

 
Chapter 2 
 

3. BLANCHED 
Lemony Snicket says it means: ______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

According to the dictionary, it means: 
a. to act like a Southern lady 
b. to scald briefly 
c. to feel ill 
d. to turn into milk pudding 

 
4. BRISKLY 

Lemony Snicket wrote that it means: _________________________________ 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 According to the dictionary, another way to say it would be: 
a. full of danger 
b. covered in spines or thorns 
c. very actively or energetically 
d. naughty 
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Writing 
Chapter 1 
 
What if you were Mr. Poe, on your way to tell the children about their parents? How 
would you tell them? Would you use the same words as Mr. Poe, or would you say it 
differently? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Imagine that you are one of the children. What would your first reaction be to Mr. Poe’s 
news? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Writing 
Chapter 2 
 
The children’s favorite things were destroyed in the house fire. If your house were 
destroyed, what would you miss the most? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Count Olaf’s house is dirty, smelly, and crooked. Do you think that houses look similar to 
the people who live there? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 
1. “unsteady or likely to collapse”; a 
2. “killed”; c 
 
Chapter 2 
3. “boiled”; b 
4. “quickly”; c 
 


