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Name: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 

Poisonous Spiders! 
 

 Over 35,000 different species of spiders live almost everywhere in the world. 
The only places you can’t find spiders are on the tops of mountains, in the ocean and 
at the poles.  

Spiders are carnivorous. That means that they eat only meat. They eat 
insects and sometimes other spiders. Some spiders eat other animals such as small 
fish, lizards, frogs, baby birds and mice. Most spiders use poison to kill or paralyze 
their prey. All spiders have poison, and to a small insect all spiders are very 
dangerous, but only a few spiders have poison strong enough to hurt people. 
Spiders that bite and cause pain to humans are called medically significant spiders. 
This means that they have enough venom (poison) to cause a serious bite that will 
need to be looked at by a doctor. Some of the poisonous spiders found in North 
America include the black widow, the brown recluse, the hobo spider, and the yellow 
sac spider.  
 There are about 6 different species of black widow spiders. Three of these 
species are found in the warm southern United States. Black widow spiders build 
webs, and they live wherever they can build one. They rarely live in houses and 
other buildings, but if the weather gets very cold, they can move inside. Black widow 
spiders eat insects, and stay in their webs to catch them. Only the female black 
widow spider is dangerous. She is considered to be the most venomous spider in the 
United States! Females are shiny black, with a red hourglass shaped mark on the 
bottom of their abdomens. Although they are dangerous, black widow spiders are not 
usually deadly because they only inject a very small amount of poison. 
 The brown recluse spider (often called a violin spider because of the marking 
on its back) lives mainly in the Midwestern United States. The brown recluse spider 
also spins webs, and can be found in dark, undisturbed areas. Unlike the black 
widow, the brown recluse leaves its web at night and goes in search of insects to 
eat. Both the male and female brown recluse spiders are poisonous. The brown 
recluse spider is also not usually deadly. In fact, fatal bites almost never occur. 
However, the bite of a brown recluse spider is very painful and takes a long time to 
heal because the poison damages the cells near the bite. 
 The hobo spider is not native to the United States. It was originally introduced 
from Europe, and now lives in the northwestern United States and into southern 
British Columbia in Canada. Like the black widow and the brown recluse spiders, the 
hobo spider also builds webs, but its webs are funnel webs and almost never above 
the ground. Female hobo spiders never leave their webs, and so the male spiders 
must search for them. Because of this, most bites from hobo spiders come from 
males. Hobo spider bites aren’t deadly, but they are painful. 
 The yellow sac spider is commonly found in homes and gardens throughout 
the United States. The sac spider also makes a type of web; it makes a sac out of 
silk. The spider sits in this sac when it is not out hunting. Sac spider bites are the 
least medically significant. This means that out of the black widow, brown recluse, 
hobo spider and sac spider, the sac spider’s bite causes the least amount of 
damage. 
 Although these four spiders are poisonous to people, they don’t attack 
humans. Spiders are more scared of people that we are of them! Spiders only 
bite if they are trapped close to the skin, or cannot escape. If you do get bitten 
by a spider, clean the bite and then go to see a doctor. 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Answer the following questions about poisonous spiders. 
 
1.  Are all spiders poisonous? 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What does ‘medically significant’ mean? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What are four medically significant spiders that live in the United States? 
a) _________________________________ 
b) _________________________________ 
c) _________________________________ 
d) _________________________________ 

 

4. Which one of the four spiders is not native to North America? Where does it 
originally come from? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Which of the poisonous spiders are you most likely to see? Why? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Are bites from the black widow spider fatal (deadly)? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

7. When are you most likely to get bitten by the brown recluse spider? (When is 
the brown recluse spider active?) 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Which spider is the most poisonous spider in the United States? Which of the 
medically significant spiders is the least poisonous? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Why do spiders bite people? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

10. If you get bitten by a spider, what should you do? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
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Answers to poisonous spiders. 
 

1. All spiders have poison, but not all spiders are dangerous to humans. 
2. Medically significant means that if a spider bites a person it will result in a 

serious bite that will need to be looked at by a doctor. 
3. a) Black widow spider 

b) Brown recluse spider 
c) Hobo spider 
d) Yellow sac spider 

4. The hobo spider is not native to the United States. It originally came from 
Europe. 

5. You are most likely to see the yellow sac spider as it is common in homes and 
gardens throughout the United States. 

6. Bites from the black widow spider are rarely fatal because she injects only a 
little bit of poison. 

7. You are most likely to get bitten by the brown recluse spider at night when it is 
out hunting. 

8. The black widow spider is the most poisonous spider and the yellow sac 
spider is the least poisonous of the medically significant spiders. 

9. Spiders bite people if they are trapped next to a person’s skin, or cannot 
escape. 

10. If you are bitten by a spider you should clean the bite and then go to see a 
doctor. 

 
 


