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Several ways to use this lesson: 
 

1. print the first page and post the quotes for students to consider 
2. have students choose a quote they like and write about it 
3. allow students to use the essay prompt (second page) to write about 

the quote of their choice 
4. distribute the pages, each with a quote and the essay prompts, 

randomly throughout the class 
5. assign a quote every day to the whole class 
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• A woman, especially if she has the misfortune of knowing anything, 
should conceal it as well as she can. Jane Austen 

• Adventure is worthwhile in itself. Amelia Earhart 
• Anyone who fights for the future lives in it today. Ayn Rand 
• Do the best you can in every task, no matter how unimportant it may 

seem at the time. No one learns more about a problem than the person 
at the bottom. Sandra Day O’Connor 

• Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by opening 
our mind to the unexplained worlds occupied by the needs of others. 
Barbara Bush 

• Hollywood is a place where they'll pay you a thousand dollars for a kiss 
and fifty cents for your soul. Marilyn Monroe 

• I do the very best I can to look upon life with optimism and hope and 
looking forward to a better day, but I don't think there is anything such as 
complete happiness. Rosa Parks 

• I have become my own version of an optimist. If I can't make it through 
one door, I'll go through another door -- or I'll make a door. Something 
terrific will come, no matter how dark the present. Joan Rivers 

• I was brought up to believe that the only thing worth doing was to add to 
the sum of accurate information in the world. Margaret Mead 

• If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are 
determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by 
any laws in which we have no voice or representation. Abigail Adams 

• If you always do what interests you, at least one person is pleased. 
Katherine Hepburn 

• In spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at heart. I 
simply can't build up my hopes on a foundation consisting of confusion, 
misery and death. Anne Frank 

• Independence is happiness. Susan B. Anthony 
• Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly 

endless. Mother Teresa 
• Lasting change is a series of compromises. And compromise is all right, 

as long your values don't change. Jane Goodall 
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• Life is what we make it, always has been, always will be. Grandma 
Moses 

• No one can make you feel inferior without your consent. Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

• Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood. Marie Curie 
• One cannot collect all the beautiful shells on the beach. Anne Morrow 

Lindbergh 
• One of the things I learned the hard way was that it doesn't pay to get 

discouraged. Keeping busy and making optimism a way of life can 
restore your faith in yourself. Lucille Ball 

• Thank goodness I was never sent to school; it would have rubbed off 
some of the originality. Beatrix Potter 

• The education and empowerment of women throughout the world 
cannot fail to result in a more caring, tolerant, just and peaceful life for 
all. Aung San Suu Kyi 

• The important thing is not what they think of me, but what I think of 
them. Queen Victoria 

• The softest, freest, most pliable and changeful living substance is the 
brain -- the hardest and most iron-bound as well. Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman 

• There is only one happiness in life, to love and be loved. George Sand 
• Truth burns up error. Sojourner Truth 
• We don't see things as they are, we see them as we are. Anais Nin 
• Whatever women must do they must do twice as well as men to be 

thought half as good. Luckily, this is not difficult. Charlotte Whitton  
• When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look 

so long at the closed door that we do not see the one which has been 
opened for us. Helen Keller 

• Without leaps of imagination, or dreaming, we lose the excitement of 
possibilities. Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning. Gloria Steinem 

• A bird doesn't sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a 
song. Maya Angelo 
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1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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A woman, especially if she has the misfortune of knowing anything, 
should conceal it as well as she can. Jane Austen 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Adventure is worthwhile in itself. Amelia Earhart 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Anyone who fights for the future lives in it today. Ayn Rand 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Do the best you can in every task, no matter how unimportant it may 
seem at the time. No one learns more about a problem than the 
person at the bottom. Sandra Day O’Connor 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by 
opening our mind to the unexplained worlds occupied by the needs of 
others. Barbara Bush 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Hollywood is a place where they'll pay you a thousand dollars for a 
kiss and fifty cents for your soul. Marilyn Monroe 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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I do the very best I can to look upon life with optimism and hope and 
looking forward to a better day, but I don't think there is anything 
such as complete happiness. Rosa Parks 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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I have become my own version of an optimist. If I can't make it 
through one door, I'll go through another door -- or I'll make a door. 
Something terrific will come, no matter how dark the present. Joan 
Rivers 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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I was brought up to believe that the only thing worth doing was to add 
to the sum of accurate information in the world. Margaret Mead 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are 
determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound 
by any laws in which we have no voice or representation. Abigail 
Adams 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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If you always do what interests you, at least one person is pleased. 
Katherine Hepburn 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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In spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at 
heart. I simply can't build up my hopes on a foundation consisting of 
confusion, misery and death. Anne Frank 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Independence is happiness. Susan B. Anthony 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly 
endless. Mother Teresa 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Lasting change is a series of compromises. And compromise is all 
right, as long your values don't change. Jane Goodall 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Life is what we make it, always has been, always will be. Grandma 
Moses 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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No one can make you feel inferior without your consent. Eleanor 
Roosevelt 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood. Marie Curie 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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One cannot collect all the beautiful shells on the beach. Anne Morrow 
Lindbergh 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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One of the things I learned the hard way was that it doesn't pay to get 
discouraged. Keeping busy and making optimism a way of life can 
restore your faith in yourself. Lucille Ball 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Thank goodness I was never sent to school; it would have rubbed off 
some of the originality. Beatrix Potter 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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The education and empowerment of women throughout the world 
cannot fail to result in a more caring, tolerant, just and peaceful life 
for all. Aung San Suu Kyi 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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The important thing is not what they think of me, but what I think of 
them. Queen Victoria 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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The softest, freest, most pliable and changeful living substance is the 
brain -- the hardest and most iron-bound as well. Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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There is only one happiness in life, to love and be loved. George Sand 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Truth burns up error. Sojourner Truth 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 



Women - Quotes  

©2006abcteach.com 

We don't see things as they are, we see them as we are. Anais Nin 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Whatever women must do they must do twice as well as men to be 
thought half as good. Luckily, this is not difficult. Charlotte Whitton  
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look 
so long at the closed door that we do not see the one which has been 
opened for us. Helen Keller 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Without leaps of imagination, or dreaming, we lose the excitement of 
possibilities. Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning. Gloria Steinem 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
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A bird doesn't sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a 
song. Maya Angelo 
1. Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Write your first reactions here.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Now, find out something about the person who said it. Find at least two sources for 

information about that person. List your two sources here: 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is this person famous for? 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4. On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief biography of the person.  
 
5. Now that you know the person’s biography, look more closely at the quote. Try to 

imagine the context in which it was said. How does this affect your opinion of the 
view expressed? In the next few lines, state what your opinion of the quote is, and 
whether your original impression has changed. Your opinion is important, but it 
should be supported with reasons. 

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 


